
 

 

Creating Your Writer’s Manifesto 
 
In order to write your personal writer’s manifesto, we must first lay the 
foundation of what a manifesto is and is not. 
 
An official definition of a manifesto is “a written statement declaring publicly 
the beliefs, intentions, motives, or views of its issuer.” 
 
What your writer’s manifesto is not: 
It’s not your life’s mission. 
It’s not about the money you want to earn with your writing. Money can be 
a by-product. 
It’s not a list of “do not and do” writing or grammar rules. 
 
 
What your writer’s manifesto is an extension of defining you as a writer 
because you have stepped into your God-given calling to write. 
Your writer’s manifesto is your declaration of your writing principles. It’s the 
core of who you are when it comes to your written words.  
It becomes your guide by which you can make decisions about your what 
you write. 
If you are still learning the skill of writing, it may not be how you view 
yourself right now as a writer, but it’s about the type of writer you want to 
become.  
(Without vision a vision the people perish! Proverbs 29:18) 
 
Before you begin to write your personal writer’s manifesto realize, accept 
and believe these things about your writing. It’s time for heart check: 
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Don’t write, because other people said so.   If you’re writing only because 
it’s your job or an assignment, then you probably don’t need a writer’s 
manifesto.  

Don’t write because you heard writing is a useful skill and you don’t want 
or have a passion for writing. 
Don’t write just because you want to say something. 
 
A Writer’s Manifesto is a deep connection about why you write, what you 
write and how you write. It can bring clarity and direction to even the casual 
writer. 
 
It can be as simple as one or two sentences. But, in order to create a 
manifesto that acts as your compass for your writing, you need to go a little 
deeper. Your writer’s manifesto can be your declaration of your beliefs, 
opinions, and intentions. It can be your statement of principles by which 
you write or it can be your heartfelt call to action. 
 
Let’s get started! 
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Building Your Writer’s Manifesto 
1. List your core values because everything you do, including your 

writing, should somehow circle back to your core values. If you’ve 
never worked through defining your core values, I have a blog post 
about it: https://kimsteadman.com/how-to-core-values. 
Start by listing your top 10 core values: 

 

  

  

  

  

  
 
 
2. List some of your passions and feelings when it comes to writing. You 
may have a passion for finding, sharing and creating poetic pieces. What 
makes you eager to wake up and write? What would you write if money 
were no object? Start by listing five (5) of your writing passions: 
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3. List five (5) topics you like to and can easily write about. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
4. List of 5 reactions you want any readers to have with your writing. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
5. List of 5 verbs you must do to get your writing done. 
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6. List 5 ways your writing is special. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
7. List 5 things you want to write in the future. 
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8. Pull all this together and write.  
 
The above exercises gathered a lot of information about yourself and your 
writing. It may take a while to pull it all together. Then again, it may be a 
doorway that immediately gave you instant clarity about why you write what 
you write.  
 
Your writing manifesto can be as long or short as you like it to be. Mine 
started as a bullet point of about 20 items that I later shortened to ten. A 
friend of mine created hers while reading and meditating on The Lord’s 
Prayer. Your’s may be paragraphs in a story format. Use your creativity and 
personal style to make this a unique document. Then display and read it 
often. Let it help to fuel your God given creativity and inspire you daily.  
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Howdy! I’m Kim Steadman! 
 

 
 
 
 
Join my virtual Faith-based writer’s cafe on Facebook!  www.WriteMoreWriteNow.com 
for inspired ideas, encouragement and hints to Write More Write Now! 
 
When I'm not sweeping dog hair, experimenting in the kitchen, or doodling on paper, I'm               
writing, creating prayer journals and mentoring other authors. I am a freelance writer,             
speaker and minister alongside my family in Grand Prairie, TX. Our little acreage on the               
edge of 'burbs includes woods, fields and critters all of which weave themselves into my               
writings. 
Growing up, I was the girl riding the bicycle and playing outside. You see, I grew up in                  
the dinosaur age of no digital toys. I created my entertainment through my imagination.              
When I was a little girl, I passed time playing "library" with my dolls and helping them to                  
read. Later, I expressed the joy of writing in both junior high and high school as part of                  
the yearbook and school newspaper staff. Even during my corporate career I found             
herself writing procedures and instruction manuals. 
Now? Now, I'm a cubicle-nation escapee turned Authorpreneur. I'm a content creator            
and idea instigator. I've traded the corner office to my corner of the publishing world               
and I LOVE encouraging and helping others! How can you connect with me? Join my               
newsletter list where you’ll find out what I’m up to next and have access to a library of                  
free devotional pdfs: www.KimSteadman.com/Newsletter 
 
Connect with me on Facebook: www.KimSteadman.com/Facebook or on the NACWE          
group page! https://www.facebook.com/groups/NACWEmembers/. 
Join NACWE today http://nacwe.org/join 
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